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... We also welcomed Mlle Lebarbé as a newmember to the team as our French assistante.She has been absolutely invaluable and Isimply don’t know how we did without herin previous years. We tried to persuade herto stay but she needs to return to hernative Brittany to further her studies.
All in all, 2006 was a tremendously excitingyear and the Department with its strongteam (Mr Dyer (Head of Department); MrClelland; Mrs DeLuis; Mr Hobson; Mr Thorpeand Mlle Lebarbé) continued to make greatstrides to improve the enjoyment oflearning languages and raise the expectationsand achievements of our students.
Mr Bernard Dyer,  Head of Modern Languages

The Da Vinci Code has raised a lot ofquestions this year and I have found myselfhaving to explain some of the moreesoteric ideas and challenges which areraised in the book. Dan Brown asserts thatthe rituals and beliefs he portrays areaccurate; The Catholic Church hasorchestrated a campaign to smear whatBrown wrote. Where then does the truthlie? I heard a radio interview with a leadingchurchman who said that the Da VinciCode has opened a lot of people’s eyes tothe fact there might be something more tolife than the endless pursuit of financialreward. This respected man claimed itdidn’t matter whether or not what was

written by Brown was true; what wasimportant was that people asked questionsabout faith and religion they had neverconsidered before. Opus Dei theconservative Catholic group have said thatthe number of enquiries they haveanswered about membership has risenexponentially since the release of the book.
So, where does this publishingphenomenon leave the Religious Studiesstudent? There has been a certain level ofsmugness amongst some of the olderstudents as they had long started the questfor meaning and in some cases, wonderedwhy others have taken so long! The statedaim of Religious Studies at Framlingham isto open the eyes and stimulate the brainsof students. Whether it be reflecting onreligious attitudes towards moral issues;considering the contributions of MartinLuther King to the development of NorthAmerican theology; analysing the effect ofthe 2nd Vatican Council on the lives of theoppressed in Latin America or Plato’sanalogy of the Cave, it can never be said
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BUSINESS STUDIESAND ECONOMICS
2006 was a good year for Business Studiesand Economics. In Economics, Tom Sallis(Captain), Mujammil Hussain, DrivaldaDelia and Lawrence Fan, competed in theTarget 2.0 competition run by the Bank ofEngland. This College team changed thewhole dynamics of the competition. Itwould be fair to say that the other schoolstook a conservative approach but we setthe competition alight by deciding tosignificantly reduce interest rates resultingin a lively presentation and even managingto raise a chuckle from the audience. Theycame top with their presentation but werenot quite as strong in the question andanswer session, and slipped to 2nd positionin the regional final. Next year if weapproach the competition in a similarmanner and sharpen up our Economics justa little we will do really well! 
For the Year 12 students we have run anumber of experiments this year, being oneof the few schools in the UK to adopt anaccelerated approach to learning and theresults have been pleasing so this must bethe way forward.
Business Studies is changing all of the time.Early in the year we ran our own version of

Dragons’ Den. This was an encounter witha number of people who all run their ownbusinesses. Students were given threeweeks to prepare a Business Plan, andpresent their findings to the experts. All ofthe contestants were given a rough ride,which was the objective. All of the studentsenjoyed the experience, Moyo Hoshinocoming out on top. 
We have now started to develop our ownversion of The Apprentice in class for theupper sixth. This allows students to assessand criticise the performance of their peers.Farai Mutonga was the favourite to win thewhole competition, but sadly in the finalregressed to spouting Business theory outof context. John Wybar who had faltered inprevious rounds came out on top. 
Teaching Business Studies throughout thisyear has been really good fun achievinggreat results as one of the top performingschools in the country in the Januarymodules whilst adopting acceleratedlearning techniques for those students whovolunteered for the experiment of doing allsix units in January. 
We will end with a few quotes, “Sometimesyou have to be cruel to be kind” and finallythere is a formula that I often refer to inthe class-room... 

“Hard work gives you 

confidence. Confidence 

enables you to succeed, 

and by gaining success 

you get enjoyment. And 

once you are enjoying 

yourself, you are more 

likely to put in the hard 

work. It goes in circles 

all of the time.”

Adapted from a quote given prior to theAshes Tour by none other than DuncanFletcher!
Mr Antony Bennett, Head of Department
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that the pursuit of understanding and awareness in RS lessons isever less than challenging.
Taking a broader view with the aim of understanding the peoples ofthe world around us must be a positive goal and RS students havedebated Ethical theory at conferences, discussed the place ofCathedrals in the life of a community, gained some understandingof the horrors of the Holocaust and analysed how Hollywoodportrays religiously sensitive topics. My hope is always that studentsleave the academic care of the department with their brains openand receptive to new ideas and that they are never afraid ofquestioning preconceptions. The understanding of science andnature has developed at a rapid pace over the past 500 years andwill no doubt continue to do so in the future and I believe thatthose students I have had the pleasure of coming into contact withwill contribute to the understanding of the place of nature, scienceand religion in the future.
Mr Julian Holland, Head of Religious Studies

TOP AND BELOW: YEAR 10 VISIT ELY CATHEDRAL

It seems that not a day goes by without an article appearing inthe national press criticising the way that schools, and probablymore specifically the examination system, are being run. For anumber of years two areas have been much discussed; theintegrity of coursework and the modular examination system. 
When coursework was introduced in the mid 1980s it was seenas a method of taking at least some of the pressure away fromthe dreaded examination period in June. Also it was mostdefinitely conceived as an attempt to provide students with theopportunity to work in a way that was more in line with whatthey would experience in the ‘real world of work’. Both of theseintentions were creditable and valid but unfortunately in the1980s few of us had the imagination to foresee the impact thattechnology was to have on our lives. If you enter ‘GCSEcoursework’ into Google you are presented with almost 200,000hits. Clearly the opportunities for cheating and plagiarism arehuge. The days of coursework in most of the non-practicalsubjects appear to be numbered for this very reason.
The value of modular examinations is another area ofcontention. The major benefit for the students is that they areable to resit modules if they believe they can achieve a betterresult. Some people clearly see this as undermining the integrityof the examination system but perhaps this method ofassessment is more in line with ‘real life’. If we were restricted toone attempt at the Driving Test how many of us would bepermitted to drive? 
While both these issues are contentious, what is more clear cutis the outstanding performance of Framlingham Collegestudents, both at A Level and GCSE.
We were very aware of the talents of our Year 13 students andwe were absolutely delighted when we received their final resultsin August. Of the 300 A Level examinations taken over 200achieved grade A or B (the exact figure is 68.5%). Nineteen ofour students achieved three A grades (or better). Indeed sixstudents achieved 4 A grades or better. 
However the figure that we believe is the best indicator of whatour students have achieved is the average number of UCASpoints achieved. This year the students on average achieved 342points. The A Level league table published by The Times isbased on this statistic and this year we were the highest placedboarding school in the whole of Suffolk, Essex and Norfolk.
At GCSE level the results of the Year 11 students was alsoimpressive. For the third year running over 40% of all GCSEgrades were A* or A. Such results enable students to enter theSixth Form with confidence and we look forward to noting theircontinued academic development over the next two years.
Mr Clive Norton, Deputy Head Academic

ACADEMIC MATTERS


