MATHEMATICS

We have further developed our intranet site
this year reinforcing the entire department's
commitment o the balanced mix of
traditional teaching methods with computer
generated support material. Each of the five
mathematics classrooms has a fixed
projector facility. We have developed the
use of Microsoft Powerpoint and make as
much information as possible available to
students via downloads from the internet,
for use as worksheets and examination
papers. Additionally we are now able to
project images of our graphical calculator
to help with class instruction. Our
Sharepoint site has developed into a
significant resource for staff and students,
streamlining our
administrative processes and
acting as a catalyst for
greater contribution and the
sharing of resources.

During 2006, we ran a
mathematical intranet IN SET
for preparatory school heads
of department The main
focus of the day was on our
approach to the use of ICT
to enhance and complement
the teaching and learning of
Mathematics. We shared our
ideas and highlighted
software packages that worked for us as
teachers. Additionally, we addressed topics
such as; the departmenthandbook as a
web page, our grading of the new
Common Entrance paired papers, an email
address listand scholarship papers. The
course was well attended with encouraging
feedback.

The UKMT Maths Challenges are lively,
intriguing papers designed t stimulate
interestin maths in large numbers of
pupils. They are tests of reasoning and
mental agility and the three levels cover the
secondary school range 11-18. These tests
attract over half a million entries each year
from over 4000 schools and colleges. The
Junior and Intermediate Challenges are
aimed at the top 35% of pupils in each
year group. The Senior Challenge is
suitable for all students aged 16-19 studying
maths below university level. Enthusiastic

WE GAINED
o6 AWARDS
OVERALL
WITH 17
PUPILS
ATTAINING
GOLD
STANDARD...

younger pupils are also encouraged to
enter the Challenges.

Each year the mathematics department at
the College enter our best mathematicians
for the Senior competition in N ovember
and the Intermediate challenge in February
and we were delighted with our results again
this year. We gained 56 awards overall with
17 pupils attaining gold standard; six at
senior and eleven atintermediate level.

In particular, Lawrence Fan achieved a very
high percentage at senior level and was
invited to participate in the Mathematical
0lympiad competition. Helena Wang's gold
was a significant
achievement for a girl in
year 11 and augurs well
for the future. Of the 11
gold intermediate
winners there were also
some notable
achievements. John Bird
in Year 9, Caroline Reid
and Adrian Woo in Year
10 and Helena Wang
and Nikko Cheungin
Year 11 were all asked to
participate in their
respective, follow-up
rounds. Caroline and
Nikko subsequently obtained merit
certificates as recognition of the quality of
their submissions in the three hour, second
round examinations. Special mention must
go to John for doing so well at
Intermediate level, at such a young age,
and also congratulations to Lawrence and
Nikko who obtained the "bestin school
award in the senior and intermediate
competitions respectively.

Two members of staff left this year: Mr Nick
Dillon has been with us for just over two
years having left merchant banking in the
City. Nick's contribution has been significant
in this short ime and we will miss his very
professional involvement Mr Richard Curtis,
our Second in the D epartment, moves 0
Shiplake College and will miss him in the
classroom and on the sports field.

Mr Ken Hoyle, Head of Department

MODERN LANGUAGES

The Modern Languages D epartment has
benefited from some significant
developments during the year with the
increasing availability of SharePoint
allowing students unprecedented access to
interactive material. This has greatly
assisted students, atall levels of study, with
their exam revision, and has also allowed
them to develop a much broader
appreciation of the culture which they are
studying.

With the help, supportand an awful lot of
hard work from Mrs D eLuis and Mr
Hobson, Spanish has been introduced to
Year 9. This has proved t be very
successful and we are looking forward to
developing this into Year 10.

An impressive new digital language
laboratory was installed in September 2006
which is a huge step forward for us. Major
strides have also been made in re-
equipping classrooms:; all the teachers have
new desks, all the rooms have had new
carpets fitted and three of our five
classrooms have been supplied with
stunning hand made (by the team of house
matrons) curtains. The corridor and stairs
have been refurbished and Mrs D eLuis has
taken charge of the display boards ensuring
that these are now all painted and framed
and are displaying some of the excellent
work produced by our students.

The department has invested heavily in
new text books for our G CSE French course
and of course new books have been
bought for the Spanish course. Mr D yer has
played a key role in developing ICT
opportunities in the D epartmentand, in
addition to the 7.9 Gigabytes of French
video, sound and interactive exercises
produced by the Head of D epartment, we
have subscribed to some leading digital
resource providers to enhance the learning
experience for our students,

Mr Hobson now has an interactive
whiteboard to dazzle his students and with
the growing use of SharePoint Mr Thorpe
and Mrs D eLuis have been very busy
producing new resources for German and
Spanish respectively.
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