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MATHEMATICS

We have further developed our intranet sitethis year reinforcing the entire department’scommitment to the balanced mix oftraditional teaching methods with computergenerated support material. Each of the fivemathematics classrooms has a fixedprojector facility. We have developed theuse of Microsoft Powerpoint and make asmuch information as possible available tostudents via downloads from the internet,for use as worksheets and examinationpapers. Additionally we are now able toproject images of our graphical calculatorto help with class instruction. OurSharepoint site has developed into asignificant resource for staff and students,streamlining ouradministrative processes andacting as a catalyst forgreater contribution and thesharing of resources.
During 2006, we ran amathematical intranet INSETfor preparatory school headsof department. The mainfocus of the day was on ourapproach to the use of ICTto enhance and complementthe teaching and learning ofMathematics. We shared ourideas and highlightedsoftware packages that worked for us asteachers. Additionally, we addressed topicssuch as: the department handbook as aweb page, our grading of the newCommon Entrance paired papers, an emailaddress list and scholarship papers. Thecourse was well attended with encouragingfeedback.
The UKMT Maths Challenges are lively,intriguing papers designed to stimulateinterest in maths in large numbers ofpupils. They are tests of reasoning andmental agility and the three levels cover thesecondary school range 11-18. These testsattract over half a million entries each yearfrom over 4000 schools and colleges. TheJunior and Intermediate Challenges areaimed at the top 35% of pupils in eachyear group. The Senior Challenge issuitable for all students aged 16-19 studyingmaths below university level. Enthusiastic

younger pupils are also encouraged toenter the Challenges.
Each year the mathematics department atthe College enter our best mathematiciansfor the Senior competition in Novemberand the Intermediate challenge in Februaryand we were delighted with our results againthis year. We gained 56 awards overall with17 pupils attaining gold standard; six atsenior and eleven at intermediate level.
In particular, Lawrence Fan achieved a veryhigh percentage at senior level and wasinvited to participate in the MathematicalOlympiad competition. Helena Wang’s goldwas a significantachievement for a girl inyear 11 and augurs wellfor the future. Of the 11gold intermediatewinners there were alsosome notableachievements. John Birdin Year 9, Caroline Reidand Adrian Woo in Year10 and Helena Wangand Nikko Cheung inYear 11 were all asked toparticipate in theirrespective, follow-uprounds. Caroline andNikko subsequently obtained meritcertificates as recognition of the quality oftheir submissions in the three hour, secondround examinations. Special mention mustgo to John for doing so well atIntermediate level, at such a young age,and also congratulations to Lawrence andNikko who obtained the ‘best in school’award in the senior and intermediatecompetitions respectively.
Two members of staff left this year: Mr NickDillon has been with us for just over twoyears having left merchant banking in theCity. Nick’s contribution has been significantin this short time and we will miss his veryprofessional involvement. Mr Richard Curtis,our Second in the Department, moves toShiplake College and will miss him in theclassroom and on the sports field. 
Mr Ken Hoyle, Head of Department

MODERN LANGUAGES

The Modern Languages Department hasbenefited from some significantdevelopments during the year with theincreasing availability of SharePointallowing students unprecedented access tointeractive material. This has greatlyassisted students, at all levels of study, withtheir exam revision, and has also allowedthem to develop a much broaderappreciation of the culture which they arestudying.
With the help, support and an awful lot ofhard work from Mrs DeLuis and MrHobson, Spanish has been introduced toYear 9. This has proved to be verysuccessful and we are looking forward todeveloping this into Year 10. 
An impressive new digital languagelaboratory was installed in September 2006which is a huge step forward for us. Majorstrides have also been made in re-equipping classrooms: all the teachers havenew desks, all the rooms have had newcarpets fitted and three of our fiveclassrooms have been supplied withstunning hand made (by the team of housematrons) curtains. The corridor and stairshave been refurbished and Mrs DeLuis hastaken charge of the display boards ensuringthat these are now all painted and framedand are displaying some of the excellentwork produced by our students.
The department has invested heavily innew text books for our GCSE French courseand of course new books have beenbought for the Spanish course. Mr Dyer hasplayed a key role in developing ICTopportunities in the Department and, inaddition to the 7.9 Gigabytes of Frenchvideo, sound and interactive exercisesproduced by the Head of Department, wehave subscribed to some leading digitalresource providers to enhance the learningexperience for our students.
Mr Hobson now has an interactivewhiteboard to dazzle his students and withthe growing use of SharePoint, Mr Thorpeand Mrs DeLuis have been very busyproducing new resources for German andSpanish respectively.
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