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DRAMA

Senior Drama Production: Fiddler onthe Roof
The Athlone Hall had been the venue formany memorable performances over thepast 40 years and the final productionbefore its £1.8m refurbishment was Fiddleron the Roof. The production involved over70 students and met with wholeheartedand vociferous approval from the house onall three nights. Rupert Elmes’ remarkableperformance as Tevye came close tostealing the show but other excellentperformance, fine ensemble playing,exciting Jewish and Russian Dance routinesand a wonderful stage set ensured that itwas a triumph for all involved. 
An enthusiastic young cast worked very hardon the junior production of The Roses ofEyam, a play by Don Taylor. Set in 1665, the

plot focused upon the sacrifice made by theDerbyshire villagers of Eyam, who agreedto isolate themselves within the boundariesof their parish to prevent the spread of theplague to neighbouring communities. 
Rehearsal space was at something of apremium for a large cast with the AthloneHall out of action all term but under thedirection of Mrs Dorothy Englert and MrStephen Waters, there were some verystrong moments of ensemble performanceand the principal characters were deliveredwith maturity and confidence by AndrezejStuart-Thompson, George Moreton andEmily McVeigh. Two performances weregiven on the evenings of 26th and 27th ofJune in the Sports Hall. Many of the castwere looking forward to getting into thenew Headmaster Porter Theatre for LesMiserables.

Many of the same pupils enjoyed aninteresting day in London in early Junecombining a visit to the Theatre Museum inCovent Garden with seats at the FortuneTheatre to see a performance of Woman inBlack, one of the scariest theatricalexperiences of all time. It provided the Year10 Drama pupils with much to enjoy andexcellent material for their GCSE portfolios.At the very start of the term the Year 11GCSE groups performed their practicalexaminations to a visiting examiner. It wasa pleasure to see many parents and friendsof the performers in the drama studioaudience for this occasion. The threeproductions, Blood Brothers, Kes andBouncers, made for a strong sense ofvariety and contrast in the work which wasmost warmly endorsed by the audience. 
Ms Dorothy Englert, Head of Drama


