
 

RODERICK MCILRAITH (1919-22) 

He was born on 11 January 1911.  

During WW2 he served on SS Empire Mica, which was a British Merchant Oil Tanker.   

Along with 32 others, he died on the 29 June 1942, when the ship was hit and sunk by 
two torpedoes from the German submarine, U67, while off the Florida coast in 1942. 

 

They are commemorated on Panel 44 of the Tower Hill Memorial, which includes the following inscription : 

McILRAITH, Chief Officer, RODERICK, S.S. Empire Mica (Middlesbrough). Merchant Navy. 29th June 1942. Age 
31. Son of John and Sarah McIlraith; husband of Isabella May McIlraith, of Manor Park, Essex. 

Exactly three months after his death on 29 September 1942, his son, also named Roderick, was born.  His son 
says that his father would have known of his expected birth. 

Additional information on the SS Empire Mica can be found on the following websites :- 

http://homepage.eircom.net/~gordonsteele/story.html  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/42/a1945442.shtml  

 

See below additional information on Roderick or go to http://homepage.eircom.net/~gordonsteele/rod.html  

 



 

 

 


