CAPTAIN THOMAS VICTOR SOMERVILLE OBE DSO MC WITH BAR (1896-1904)

He was born on 18 March 1887 in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and after leaving the College
went to the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and got his MRCVS. He then went to the
London Hospital and achieved both his MRCS and LRCP.

During WW1 and immediately following, the details of his service are as follows :-

DATE

10 August 1914

19 August 1914

?? 1914

By 15 October 1915
1 January 1916

14 January 1916

2 December 1916
1 February 1917
20 March 1917

9 July 1917

1 November 1917
24 November 1917

26 July 1918

August 1918
1 March 1919
12 October 1919

28 October 1919

By 11 November 1919

3 February 1920

3 February 1920

EVENT

Commissioned into the Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC) as Temporary Lieutenant
France No 6 Casualty Clearing Hospital

32" Brigade RFA 4™ Division

Promoted Temporary Captain

Mentioned in dispatches in London Gazette for action on 5 October 1915

Awarded Military Cross “For distinguished service in the field” near Ypres

Returned to UK, sick

To France - 13" General Hospital

2" Bn Highland Light Infantry, 2" Division

Returns to UK

To France - 129" Field Ambulance

6" Field Ambulance

Awarded bar to Military Cross for action on 24 March 1918 “For conspicuous gallantry
and devotion to duty. When his battalion was about to withdraw and the wounded
could not be brought to his aid post in time, he went up to the firing line and stayed
there attending to the wounded till all the troops had withdrawn. His gallant conduct
saved many lives.”

Wounded in action at Bapaume (south of Arras, France)

Served in North Russia

Returned to the UK

Demobilised

Promoted Acting Major

Mentioned in dispatches in London Gazette for action on 11 November 1919

Awarded OBE for services rendered in North Russia
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He then became a civilian surgeon in Baghdad, followed by a medial practice in Monkseaton, Northumberland,
followed in 1927 with another practice in Bournemouth.

During WW2, the details of his service are as follows :-

DATE

18 October 1939
18 October 1939
15 March 1940
19 August 1940
Nov 1940 - 1941
9 May 1941

9 May 1941

?? 1941

June 1941

23 November 1941

EVENT

Granted emergency commission as Lt RAMC. Army Number 106130

Joined 3™ Bn The Kings Own Hussars

Promoted Acting Captain

Embarked for service in Middle East

Served with 3™ Kings Own Hussars, 7" Armoured Brigade, 7" Armoured Division
Mentioned in Dispatches

Awarded DSO for actions on 11 December 1940. The recommendation from his
Brigadier was that he be awarded the Victoria Cross, but this was changed by General
Wavell to a DSO. The London Gazette states the DSO was awarded “In recognition of
gallant and distinguished services in the Middle East”, but see below for details of the
original recommendation and Wavell’s decison.

Posted to Crete

Reported missing

Subsequently reported to have died on this date at Agia Paraskevi Amariou Rethimno,
Crete.

He was also awarded the 1914 Star, 1914-18 War Medal, 1914-18 Victory Medal, 1939-45 Star, Africa Star (8"
Army clasp) and the 1939-45 War Medal.

He is buried in Suda Bay War Cemetery in Crete and you can see a picture of the grave here
http://www.thewargravesproject.org.uk/information.php?id=996186 I r

For some account of his exploits see "With Pennants Flying. The Immortal Deeds of the Royal .
Armoured Corps” by David Masters. -

| e FonTREss crete
1941-1944

Also the book “The Fortress Crete, 1941-44" by George Harokopos includes mention of Somerville

and includes a picture of his funeral (see below). This book tells the story of the secret war in Crete,
between the Intelligence service and the secret organisations on the side of the Allies and the
German counter-espionage on the other side.

I'm indebted to Peter Gasgoyne-Lockwood (R57-64) for most of the above detailed information and for
providing copies of the following documents supporting the above.
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This is a copy of the original recommendation for the Victoria Cross, subsequently changed to a DSO :-
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Name..Thomas. Vichor Somerville, 0.B.E., M.C,
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This is a copy of the document officially confirming his death on 23 November 1941 :-
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The following is a letter sent to Somerville’s wife at the time of his death and funeral in Crete :-

" Doar Mrs, Samervills,

. ‘ Your lmsband,Vietor Thomas,who was looked after in the
i'ause of Sacheriss Tsenskis hy the Directore of thalemlbmmhof the

) Grata.n Revolutionaxy Ovganisation, (Consisting of Kyriakos Pattakos,fmmermel
Prenslds,Mtlohacl Pattalos,ldonencas Karelekis end Nikolsos M, ¥alinzes o
live at Aghia Eamkeva 4n Amavio,Orete) ,and was treated by Dr.Katsmﬁ@nis
ﬂmwmm.mmmmefms,&mdmewmageﬂ 7
2.3‘5 p.a, on Sunday Novewmez- 23rd, We knew him only e short time,but we greatly ,
vespeoted him, e was a man of splendid charebter and a man of ddstinotion, I
You should be proud of him, o '

We madc e'v'ery cffork that lsw in our power to avert his
death,ut no‘l:m could ;n‘svﬁll agaim‘b the will of the Almighty, From the
momert he entered cur mll but hospitabls community ,we treated him with all
the care wi.th which we would treat a brother,in the home at Yerakari of .
Alemndrei xem the schoolmester of Ano Meros and Aghia Paraskeve, We ‘lmteél
WWW to lessen the bitterness of his exile and to givehjmsqma
consalation for being fax £rom you and s shildren, Mis thoughts vers alwys ]

; tumad tdmésymup to his last moments, .u.lwho knew him -were deeuly moved
" at the newe of his death,and all the priests, Greek officers,men of 1eaming i
7 worknen and famsrs of the n&igbhmwhsoa gathered ef Aghia Pereskore. He
m,g!,von & public fuheral,which was attended Wy all the i.vﬁabitanw. The
!unerai service was con&ucted Yy His Grace the Dishop and A’b‘b@t of Prevelld )
mmwmem Logovaxdos, by the prisst of Ano Meros Kyriskekis l‘
Xateandonis and by the priest of Hi&nvrea,aﬁmnﬂos ronlakalkis, the son of
“Staphanos § he wes 1aid out by the Crotan Revolutionasy Organisation and \
"mn-.m o the grave Yy the iocal Revolutionary Committee of the neighbourhoq X\
of g@ﬁa paveskere, The grave was covered with flowers carried by the girls i

Cur sratiﬁﬂe to. him,ihamg,we.a expaeessed in appropriate words by the 31shop,
-mthmgeloa Iegovardos,by the lawyer Kyriakalkis Leonidis ,who lives at Neo

and women of Orete,who shed tears over the :Erd.enﬂ of Greecs,vho died for us, \ .
,Amarin on belalf of the Gre‘can Bﬁevolwbionaw Organisation,by Elias Kostalms, jé
i

L
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never &;‘.ﬂ,. Thedr memoxy will live forever,and we shall preserve our
gratitnde and love for ever, Thu splendid conduct of your husband's
gervant Jrederick Marlow,descrves speeial praise, He followed him evory-
vhere and treated more lovingly than a uother, Also Holen Tzenakis of
Ashia. Pareskeve never left his bedulde Zov a one ﬁm:remt-ﬂu:»::lm:; his stay

heve until his last rest, ;

Yours respectiully,
e merbers of the Oretan and Teocal
revolutionary organisation,
I.ogom:c'ﬁns (Bishop) '
Kntgandeonis m Fontwkis (¥riestd,
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This is a copy of an article that appeared in “The Services” shortly after Somerville died. The reference to the
BBC reporter is fascinating :-

344 MarcH 7, 1942 THE SERVICES

The Services

A Supplement to the London Gazette dated February 24,
1942, announces that the King has approved the appoint-
ment of HM. The Queen to be Colonel-in-Chief of the
Royal Army Medical Corps.

R.N.V.R. OFFICERS’ DECORATION

The King has approved the award of the R.N.V.R. Officers’
Decoration to Surgeon Commanders Basil William Crowhurst
Archer and Albert Stanley
mander Hugh Mason Willoughby, R.N.V.R.

ARMY AWARDS

The King has conferred the Efficiency Decoration of the
Territorial Army on Colonel A. McK. Reid, M.C., and on

'Lieut.-Colonel (Acting Colonel) A. MacG. Duff and Lieut- _

?I?lonels A. Bremner, M.C,, and W. J. McIntosh, R.A.M.C.
A £ :

. The King has awarded the M.C. to Captains Charles Douglas
Andeison, Niels Pedersen, and John Stobo Pritchard, R.AM.C,,
and Captain Gerald Francis Adye-Curran, LM.S., in recognition
of gallant and distinguished services in the Middle East.

CASUALTIES IN THE MEDICAL SERVICES
* CaptalN T. V. SOMERVILLE, O.B.E., D.5.0., M.C. with Bar

Great regret will be felt at the death of Captain Thomas Victor®

“Somerville, R.A.M.C., medical-officer of the 3rd Hussars, while
on acfive service in the Middle East. On June 1 last he was
reported missing, though believed to be alive and well “in
enemy territory ” ; this report was repeated in September. Now
he is stated to have died on November 23. Somerville was 54.
He was. born of Scottish parents in Ceylon, where his father
was a planter. His mother was a sister of the late Sir James
Yuill. Somerville was sent home to be educated at Framling-
ham. Thereafter he trained and qualified M.R.C.V.S.Lond.,
. : . proceeding immediately to study
medicine at the London Hospital
in order to obtain the double
qualification—in medicine as well

. as in veterinary surgery—to pre-
pare himself the better for future
work abroad.. He obtained the
M.R.CS., LR.CP. in 1914. After
taking a course at the London
School of Tropical Medicine,
Somerville was -appointed house-
physician and house-surgeon at the
Royal Sussex Hospital, Hastings.
When 'there were rumours of war
in 1914 he resigned his appoint-
ment and joined the Army—the
day before the outbreak of war—
proceeding to’ France with the
Expeditionary Force. At first he was aftached-to the Field
Artillery, being transferred later to the 2nd Battalion the High-
land Light Infantry. After the armistice Somerville went to
Russia with the 1918 Expeditionary Force, returning home with
this Force after niné months’ service there. In 1916 he was
awarded the M.C. for an act of conspicuous gallantry near
Ypres, and in 1918 a bar fo the M.C. for many acts of courage
and bravery while he stayed behind during the March retreat to
tend the wounded. In November, 1919, he was awarded the
O.B:E. (Military Division). For a year he held the appointment
as civil surgeon at Baghdad, then came back to England, settling
in general practice at Monkseaton, near Newcastle. About

Bradlaw, and Acting Surgeon Com-

Middle East, in which he described incidents of
bravery on-the part of Captain Somerville. One g
narrates thus: “ After Sidi Barrani, during the advag;
Sellum, Somerville was to be seen driving about, ujqs
fire, sitting on the top of his “dingo’ with shellg
round and machine-gun bullets whistling past. “Why
killed I don’t know. Backwards and forwards he weiit
and tending his wounded men till all had been i
‘Thomas Somerville was of a quiet, refiring disposit;
strong physically, and of gentle temperament ; a my;
rather than words ; brave as a lion ; there was noné
more gallant. Much sympathy will be felt by a larg
friends with his wife and married daughter, who, af
in dreadful suspense for so many months, have now
his loss. .

War Substantive Captain GUTHRIE-MORGAN Wips
included as “ Died” in an Army Council Casualty
lished on February 21. . He was born on Decembe
and was educated at the University of Leeds, gradu
Ch.B. in- 1923, and at University College, London,
diplomas of M.R.C.S., L.R.CP. in 1924." He had he
of first house-physician at the General Infirmary at,
had practised in Durham, Merionethshire, Lincoinshu'g,
and Kent, and at the outbreak of war was living at B;

September, 1939; and was promoted captain a year

d been a membei of the British Medical Associ
fifteen years. :

Lieut. Ricearp Hucn Smrra died at Enniskillen,
February 18. He was educated at the University of
and St. Thomas’s Hospital, and qualified M.R.C.S,, L.
1932. He held the post of casualty officer and hous¢
at the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading, before
practice at Aldershot. In 1935 he moved to Poole
resided until he joined the R.A.M.C. as temporary
in December last year. ' - )

) . DEATHS IN THE SERVICES
SURGEON REAR-ADMIRAL R. L. Smrry, O.BE, R.

The sudden death on February 18 at the age of 60
Rear-Admiral Frank Lewis Smith has come as 2 £
to his many friends and acquaintances both in and ¢
Services. His general disposition and cheery m;
endeared him to many, while his extensive knowledgé
matters and of affairs in general was always’ at the -
thosé who cared to ask ; nothing*was too much troub
and if he did not know the answer he could alwa
a way to find it His organizing ability' was of a hi
and his.energy in carrying out his dufies was unremitti
he died on his way to work in “the Department”
loved is probably what he himself would have wish
both, the Navy and the Medical Branch are the p
Born in 1881, the son of Ralph Smith of Whith
educated at Dulwich and underwent his medical tr
Thomas’s Hospital. He entered the Royal Navy in
1909, and after service in China returned to Eng
before the outbreak of the last war, and served i
Naval Hospital and Dockyard at Pembroke Do
-Thence he joined H.M.S. Caroline in the Grand Fleet
he was appointed to the Royal Naval Hospital, Cha
he served as specialist in x rays. After further ¢
as senior .medical officer of the aircraft-carriers H¢
Furious, he came to the Admiralty in 1926 as ass
Medical Director-General, and remained until

Irel

and Depot at Deal. In 1938 he was advanced to

fifieen years ago he came to Bournemouth, continuing in general
practice in the Winton drea there. Soon after the outbreak of -
 the present war Somerville, although over 50, volunteered again,
and saw active service in Libya., On May 6 last he was
gazetted as having been- mentioned -in dispatches for distin-
guished services.in the Middle East. In the same number of
the London Gazette (dated May 6) was the notification of the
award to him of the D.S.O. “in recognition of gallant and
distinguished services in theé Middle East” In the Listener of
* May 1, 1941, is the: fecord of a broadcast,- which many will
remember having heard, made by.a B.B.C. observer in the
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surgeon rear-admiral and placed on the retired list-:
On the outbreak of war he was recalled to (¥
Department to take up his war appointment as grlncll;,
transport officer for the Navy, a post for Whl?h-
experience and organizing ability made him emin®
and which he filled with such success that his plac &
be hard to fill. His liaison with the other fighting:
well as the Ministry of Health and various Adm
was invaluable. He also acted as the link between
Departments of the-Navies of this country and the

of




The following piece is taken from the book “The Fortress Crete, 1941-44" by G
. ) _ e
inaccuracy re his rank and name :- y George Harokopos. Note the

An authentic photograph taken during the funeral of the British surgeon-
colonel R. Somerville in the village of Agia Paraskevi, during the occupation.
He died of his wounds and hardship in November 1941. From the lefi: The
notary of Amari Stavros Pattakos, the heroic priest of Nithavri Athanassios
Poulakakis, J. Papoutsoyiannis, the abbot Ag. Lagouvardos and lieutenant
Costakos from Peloponnese. On the right: First is Mich. Pattakos and the
priest of Ano-Meros, the heroic Kyriakos Katsantonis (slightly visible) and
others surrounding the coffin. They were all leading members of the
Resistance.
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