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HERBERT LANGFORD WILSON (1899)
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Born on 27 June 1881 at Cottesbrooke, Guilsborough, Northamptonshire.  He was a first class cricketer, playing initially for Suffolk (1905-1912) who he captained to the Minor Counties Championship in 1910, 1911 and 1912.  He then played for Sussex from 1913 to 1930 and captained them from 1919 to 1921.  He scored over 6000 runs at an average of 24.7, with a highest score of 187 v Warwickshire in 1920.  Although predominantly a right hand bat, he did also take 26 first class wickets at an average of 48.07, using right arm slow.  Captained Gentlemen v Players in 1920.   He ended his cricket playing for Sussex 2nd XI in 1935.

The picture on the  left shows him (on the right) going out to bat for Sussex in 1921.

Alongside his successful cricketing career he was a not so successful gentleman farmer, bankrupted 2 farms and a nursery/ chicken farm, in each case having to be bailed out by his wife!
He died on 15 March 1937 at Halland, Uckfield, Sussex aged only 55 years.
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Herbert’s grandson, Robin Riseley, has been good enough to provide the photos and the following additional information :-
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When war broke out in 1914 HLW and GMW volunteered for the British Red Cross and were ambulance drivers in Ypres from Dec 1914 to about June 1915, they then joined the Army. HLW was a 2nd lieutenant RFA and was a Staff Officer at the 4th Army HQ under Sir Henry Rawlinson.

[The picture on the left shows him in 1914 in Boulogne and the one on the right shows him with his brother George Micklethwait Wilson (1899-1900) in 1916.  His brother was a farmer who was wounded and mentioned in dispatches during WW1.]
When in Ypres he collected a lot of souvenirs: including bayonets, shell cases (some huge), paintings (looted from bombed out houses) and 4 numerals from the clock tower of the famous Cloth Hall. He also brought back (later stolen) the hands from one of the clocks. From studying old photographs I have calculated that the minute hand would have been 8 feet long, and it was solid brass. How the hell did he manage to transport it all back to England?

He died suddenly (whilst mulching raspberry canes in his garden, collapsed and landed in a wheelbarrow) in 1937.
For full cricket statistics see http://content-usa.cricinfo.com/england/content/player/23072.html
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