
BENNETT PELL (1895-99)

Date of Birth 4 January 1882, Dennington, Suffolk

School Information Brother of Paul Brackenbury Pell (1896-99)

Career Information None

Date Of Death 2 September 1918

Cause of Death Killed in action

Location France

Cemetery Dury Crucifix Cemetery. France – Plot – I. A.44

Rank Private

Branch of Service 46th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (Saskatchewan Regiment)

We are indebted to Philip Goodright for providing the following additional information.

Bennett was the eldest son of five children born to John Andrew Pell and his wife Rebecca (nee Saward ). He
had an elder sister Fanny Matilda (1881-1902). Two younger sisters. Helen (1885-1922) Mary Augusta (1886-
death date unknown) and his younger brother Paul Brackenbury (1887-1955)

He was born in Dennington in 1882 and after he left the college he signed up to go into
the Imperial Yeomanry in 1899 where he remained until 1902, he was sent to Africa to
fight in the Boar War. At that time the Yeomanry only took middle to upper class people
so he must have been from a pretty well of family. He served with the 7th (1st
Leicestershire) Company, 4th Battalion and was awarded the Queen’s South Africa Medal

He left the Yeomanry and in May 1903 sailed from Glasgow on the vessel Pomeranian to
Montreal, Quebec, Canada where he landed on 31 May.

Then in 1906 aged 24 he was working in the district of Mackenzie, The Province of
Saskatchewan, working building the railway network across Canada, he was in railway
camp number 1. Here he remained until 1915.

At some stage in his life he bought and owned The Green Farm in Stambourne Essex,
which he left to his brother in his will.

In 1915 he signed up for the 46th Battalion of the Canadian expeditionary force which was
part of the 1st Canadian Division (see his attestation paper below). He landed in France in
1915 and was in most of the battles involving the 1st Division before meeting his fate in 1918 at Dury. After
taking Arras his battalion was sent to defend the village of Dury. Somehow, Bennett got separated from the
rest of his battalion and was found later in the day with a bullet hole in his chest from which he later died from.

This first part comes from the war diary of his battalion and describes the attach which led to his death :-

“The 46th Battalion attacked through the Drocourt-Queant Line on 2 September, took the village of Dury, and
held it against a German counterattack. The 46th suffered 320 casualties, including Maj Rankin, who
nevertheless remained on duty. In turn they inflicted a large number of casualties on the Germans, captured a
77mm field gun, 16 machine guns, and a small anti-tank gun, and took over 400 prisoners. Included in the haul
were the German area commander, his assistant and medical staff, and a large quantity of documents, which
were captured when D Company, attacking on the left, overran a German headquarters.



The Drocourt-Queant Line represented the west edge of the
Hindenburg Line. The Canadian 1st and 4th Divisions,
assisted by the British 52nd Division, took the line and
advanced to the West Bank of the Canal du Nord.

The 46th was relieved on 4 September. They received over
150 replacements and conducted training until the 25th,
when they moved back into the line, relieving elements of
the 25th and 26th Battalions, and prepared to attack.”



This is the memorial for the Canadians who died defending Dury, and it is the actual field on which they all
died.



This is the memorial in Canada for all the servicemen and women from Saskatchewan who lost their lives in
World War 1. Bennett Pell’s name is on this.

In October 2014 there was an OF visit to his grave in Dury.




